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CHAP,   accordingly sent Mm a challenge to single combat,,              ?

^^ in which, he professed Ms willingness to meet Mm
1560. openly before "French and Scots/' and in whatever
way he pleased, either " on horseback or on foot."
The challenge was scornfully rejected. " First when
ye," so ran the Earl of Arran's answer to him,
" may have again won back the name of an honest
man, which by your last exploit you have lost, I
shall be ready to give you the satisfaction which is
meet, but not before Frenchmen, to whom you
assign the precedence over Scotsmen, for there is
no Frenchman in this kingdom with whose judg-              r

ment I will have anything to do." But this taunt
was by no means unpunished. When the Scottish
lords, after Edinburgh had fallen into their hands,               <;

attempted also to seize the port of Leith, which              ;

the Regent had caused to be fortified, and which
was   defended by  a part   of the French   troops
sent her, they were repulsed, and, by the 8th No-
vember, the French were again enabled to occupy               -
Edinburgh, which the Protestant nobles had evacu-
ated during the night.      In December 1559, the
Queen   Regent   saw   herself  even   in   a  position
to  give  over   to   the   Mtherto   successful   Both-               ,
well the command of eight hundred French and               !
Scottish soldiers,   with  whom he  was  sent from               1
Edinburgh to  Stirling  to  secure  its  famous  for-                [
tress.1                                                                                            y
Meanwhile a decisive turning-point drew near               |
with the commencement of the new year   1560.                |
Although Elizabeth, in her communications to Mary               i
of Guise, still continued to protest that she was              ;
striving  only  for  peace  and all   that  was  good,
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